4.2	Flowers & Glaciers
summer the glacier for a long way below the fall was
white with splintered ice as a rocky coast with salt sea
spray. It seemed to me that the glacier must he moving
at a fair pace to judge by the frequency with which these
seracs toppled over the brink.
Behind the temple, thin rock bulkheads separating
steep ghylls, develop into an array of pinnacles on the
skyline as seen from below, though in reality they are
not more than half-way to the ridge. The ridge itself,
which was between four and five thousand feet above
our platform, was invisible from below on account of
the abrupt slope,
The path ended at the temple, and the sheer cliffs soon
forbade any attempt to progress further up the valley
or descend to the glacier. Consequently, movement in
any direction except by the path down the valley, by
which we had come, was cramped ; the climb behind the
temple, in spite of a steep zigzag path leading up the
ridge to a hermit's cave, a thousand feet above, was of
the most arduous and sometimes hazardous description.
As for the ramshackle temple, henceforward distinguished
as the upper temple, it comprised but a single flat-roofed
hall with a trinity of mud Buddhas at the back, and
behind them, lining the wall, a wooden frame-work
containing in pigeon-holes the bulky board-bound
volumes- of the Tibetan Buddhist scriptures; a row of
squeaky prayer drums outside, a cluster of poles from
which fluttered the ragged remains of prayer flags, and
an incomparable view of the snow peaks and the ice
cataract below.
Of the glacier I must now proceed to give a more
detailed account, because it is in itself evidence of a great
change which is taking place in this region* To the

